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Coming Home for Summer!
Yes, your dreams have come true!  We will be in the U.S.A. for 5 weeks this
summer.  We had originally planned to visit in the fall for a few weeks, but
after talking with our team members and finding great deals on airline
tickets, we decided to make the trip this summer.  We will take 3 weeks to
drive the country and visit y'all (practicing for those of you in the south), and
2 weeks to visit our family.  It has been 2 years since we have seen Matt's
family and we are looking forward to reconnecting with everyone.   Here's is
our "tour schedule" as of today:
 
July 4th                    Arrive in Chicago
July 6th                    Resolution Church, Oswego, Illinois
July 6th - 11th          Quad Cities
July 9th                    Grace Bible Fellowship, Moline, Illinois
July 13th                     St. Paul Anglican Church, Tuscaloosa, Alabama
July 14th - 24th        Florida Panhandle
July 20th                  Grace Anglican, Fairhope, Alabama
July 27th                  Holy Trinity Anglican, Jacksonville, Florida
July 28 - Aug. 2nd   Traveling up the east coast
August 2nd - 3rd      Richmond, Virginia
August 3rd               Church of the Resurrection, Washington D.C.
August 5th - 6th       Traveling days to the Quad Cities
August 7th - 9th       Quad Cities 
August 10th              Wesley Free Methodist, Waukegan Illinois 
August 14th             Depart!
 
We need your help! As you can see we will have plenty of opportunities to
connect, and we rely on you and your relational networks so we can share
about Gods work in France.  If you are located in one of the areas that we
will be in and are interested in hosting a missions night at your house,
connecting us with you pastor or church etc. please let us know.  We are
looking forward to seeing so many of you during this crazy tour!  If we show up at
your doorstep looking a little disheveled, please don't judge :)

Ministry Update
 
We have begun to wrap up most of our ministries for the summer.  It may
seemed odd to those in the U.S., but in Europe, things basically shut down
from mid-July to September for the summer break.  We feel like we are
finishing strong and we would like to share 3 events where we saw
incredible favor from God.

Culte, Cafe et Croissant (CCC)
 
We had our second CCC on June 15th. Over coffee and croissants we
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Friends are such a blessing.

Ready for the stage!

Ready for the show!

discussed the
question "Does God
heal today?" After
the discussion time,
a gentleman came
and shared his
testimony about the
power of God to
heal.  Afterwards,
we sang and Matt
gave a short Gospel
presentation.  We
were blessed to
have 6 South
Africans, 1 Korean
and a Turkish
convert from Isalm
with us to lead worship. It was an amazing time! We had 54 people in
attendance and people were engaged in the message and also in worship.
 There is nothing quite like seeing people engage God for the fist time and
wrestle with His truth.

Groupe Decouvert (Discovery Group)

Sunday evening the 16th of
June, we followed up our
CCC with our Discovery
Group.  We have been
studying the Old Testament
for 8 weeks, and have
looked at the key stories for
understanding what God is
doing today through Jesus.
We had a new family come,
bringing us to a grand total
of 6 adults and 8 kids.  This

is the first time these families have ever read or studied the Bible.  It is
amazing to see how they grasp our need for someone to free us and to
watch them wrestle with the character of God and His faithfulness.  We are
trusting and praying that this group will be the basis for a new community of
faith in the next year.

Fete Du Music (Music Festival)

June 21st is a
national day of
music in France.
This means play it
loud and all night
long.  This year we
organized an
outreach party at
our home.  We had
been wanting to get
connected more
with the young
families in our kids'
schools as well as
our neighbors, and
what better way than to eat BBQ and sing.  We partied from 6 till midnight!



Slingshot, rocks and  a lake.

New popcorn popper!

So happy summer is here!

Website Up and Running
 

So, it should be painfully obvious that
web stuff is not our cup of tea, but, that
being said, we are learning.  The
website is finally up to date.  All the links
are working and we added some new
photos. We want to say thank you to
Katie's brother, Jon, for helping us get
this done.  Go check it out  at
www.renewfrance.org

Prayer 100
 
In the upcoming month of July we have
the following ways in which you can
continue to pray:
 

-  For a Discovery Group to be launched in Verdun by November.
-  For God to add to our Sunday night group in Lunéville.
-  For God to raise up new supporters this year who will partner with    
   Him in France.
-  Pray for safe travels and a profitable time in the US.
 

 
Join our prayer team and receive regular updates by clicking Prayer 100.
 

Want to Join the Team?
 
Thank you to all who support us!  We are so
honored to be serving in France and we
thank you for your prayers and support.
 
-  You can join our support team
-  You can give a special gift
-  You can join our prayer team
 
 
If you are interested in joining in on what
God is doing in France, just follow the "Donate Online" link in the side bar or
go  www.alongside.org.
 

 
Please make sure to specify the donation is for Matt and Katie Riley
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